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And finally, some dates for your diary 

 1 ‘Potato Day’ Saturday 9th March from 10am till 12 noon at Green Drive Hall. Incredible Edible are hosting 

an event for you to buy your seed potatoes and there will be a plant & seed stall, teas & coffees etc.  

 2 Knocknagael Annual Ceilidh Saturday 13th April  7 to 10.30pm at St Mary’s Church Hall. See flier on the 

following page. Don’t miss out! 

 3 Apple Grafting Saturday 20th April at Torbreck Orchard. More details to follow but register your interest 

for the event at  grow@knocknagael.org.uk  

Welcome to the first edition of our newsletter for 2024, 

which we hope will be a big year for Knocknagael! 

The bureaucracy entailed in the Asset Transfer process 

trundles on, but we have passed a major milestone re-

cently; through our solicitor we submitted a formal pur-

chase offer for the Smiddy Field. We await a response! 

In the meantime, we continue to try to progress things 

on various fronts on your behalf, and we were delighted 

with the attendance at, and contribution from many 

members at our AGM on the 17th January. 

At the AGM, there were two changes in the membership 

of the Knocknagael Board. Steve Rowan stepped down 

as Director & Ged Church joined as our newest Director. 

Our Chairman, Maria de La Torre said ‘on behalf of all 

the Directors I would like to express a special thanks to 

Steve, who has been one of the founding Directors, and 

fundamental in driving the project forward from the 

start. He has played a major role in the organisation, 

helping Knocknagael develop into a company and chari-

ty. Steve played a key part in negotiations with Scottish 

Government through a very challenging period. Above 

all, his commitment to the project, experience and hu-

mour have helped us move forward. So we are glad that 

although not a Director, Steve continues to participate as 

a member and, temporarily, as Company Secretary.’  

Ged Church is from London and has lived around and in 

Inverness since 1976. He studied zoology at London Uni-

versity and has worked as a Laboratory Scientist and 

school teacher in Scotland. 

Other work has included self employment in garden and 

property maintenance, wood-

land learning and cycle mainte-

nance. His interests are the nat-

ural world especially bird 

watching, walking, cycling and 

reading. He has been involved 

in community and national pro-

jects around cycling, walking 

and woodlands since 1989, and 

is an associate trustee of Aird 

Community Trust. He has been involved with the Inver-

ness to Beauly Shared use route since the 1990s and has 

grown much of his family’s food organically in garden 

and allotment for most of his adult life. 

We have been successful in securing a small amount of 

funding from the Highlands and Islands Climate Action 

Fund to support another Apple Grafting Day. We are for-

tunate in having Des Kelly’s expertise to draw upon, and 

the event will take place at Des and Kay’s orchard at Tor-

breck on Saturday 20th April.  

Come along to learn (or perfect) a new skill and help us 

build our stock for the planned community orchard. 

mailto:grow@knocknagael.org.uk


 

 

 

   

 

 

      

 

    

 

 


